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Introduction

About the Report:

This weekly federal regulatory summary contains summaries of Federal Register notices and other information and is provided as a service of Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center, Port Hueneme, CA for various Navy and Marine Corps environmental personnel.  Content is screened to include environmental and health/safety items specifically relevant to the Navy/Marine Corps or of broad general relevance to DOD. 

Meetings -

Meeting cancellations and date changes appear only in the Upcoming Meetings section; they are not re-entered in the Summary of Issues.

Subscription:
Interested DOD personnel may receive a free weekly e-mail of this report. To subscribe or unsubscribe, log on to http://regscreen.nfesc.navy.mil/htm/Subscribe.htm.   Contractors can be added to distribution if endorsed by their DOD contract representative via e-mail to us at nfescRegdesk@navy.mil.  Include the DOD representative’s name, e‑mail, phone number, job title, command, and address and your e-mail, phone number, company, and contractual responsibility area.  If you have problems, or need assistance please contact us at nfescRegdesk@navy.mil or 805/982‑1276.

Web Database:

A companion website is available at http://regscreen.nfesc.navy.mil (access limited to .mil domains) where you can find and retrieve items from past issues of the Weekly Regulatory Summary, or get an overview of upcoming regulations.

Feedback:

We have made every effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate and that all significant regulatory actions have been included.  If you believe that an important issue has been omitted from this report or that the information is incorrect, please contact us at 805/982-1276 or 805/982-2640, or via e-mail at nfescRegdesk@navy.mil.  Suggestions for improvement are also appreciated.

If you have specific concerns or would like to provide information to support Navy/DOD impacts from identified issues, please forward an e-mail detailing your comments.  Please include the title and date of the issue.  We may be contacted at: nfescRegdesk@navy.mil or call 805/982-1276.  

Summary of Issues

1.  
General
	Industry Forum on the DoD Utilities Privatization Program; Meeting Announcement
	Date:  8/25/2004

	Action Type:  Meeting Announcement
	Cite:  69 FR 52240

	Summary: 

The Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Installations and Environment will lead an Industry Forum on the DoD Utilities Privatization Program. The forum will occur during the Defense Energy Support Center's (DESC) 2004 Worldwide Energy Conference, on September 29, 2004 in Arlington, Virginia.

A panel of DoD representatives will provide an update and address issues submitted in advance by the industry.


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

See full text link for contact information.
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19387.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19387.pdf   


1.  
CAA
	Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter (External Review Draft); Notice and Request for Comments
	Date:  8/23/2004

	Action Type:  Notice and Request for Comments
	Cite:  69 FR 51841

	Summary: 

EPA will release on August 28, 2004 a revised draft of Chapter 9 (integrative synthesis) of EPA's draft "Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter" (EPA/600/P-99/002bD). When completed the document will serve as the basis for reevaluating the current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for particulate matter (PM) set in 1997.

Chapter 9 integrates key information on exposure, dosimetry, and critical health risk issues derived from studies reviewed in the prior chapters.

The document is available at: http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/cfm/partmatt.cfm
Comments are due September 30, 2004.

The EPA Science Advisory Board, Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee's Particulate Matter (PM) Review Panel will hold a teleconference on September 20, 2004  to discuss follow-on matters related to its ongoing peer review of the EPA Air Quality Criteria Document (AQCD) for Particulate Matter (Fourth External Review Draft).

This teleconference will be held to discuss the revisions to Chapter 9 (Integrative Synthesis) of the AQCD for PM.

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19438.htm


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Potential interest to air quality managers.  Based on available information, it appears possible that EPA may tighten ambient air quality standards related to particulate matter.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

Dr. Robert Elias, National Center for Environmental Assessment, EPA, Research Triangle Park, NC, 919-541-4167; elias.robert@epa.gov
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19323.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19323.pdf   


1.  
CAA
	Process for Exempting Critical Uses From the Phase-out of Methyl Bromide; Request for Information on Existing and Available Stocks of Methyl Bromide; Notice; Proposed Rulemaking
	Date:  8/25/2004

	Action Type:  Proposed Rulemaking
	Cite:  69 FR 52365

	Summary: 

EPA is proposing a framework for how the critical use exemption will operate for critical uses of methyl bromide after the phase-out date of January 1, 2005.

EPA is proposing:

-the list of uses that qualify for the critical use exemption in 2005;

-the amount of additional methyl bromide that may be produced or imported for those uses in 2005; and

-limitations on the sale of existing inventories for use in critical use categories. These limitations are required to obtain a dedicated supply of methyl bromide from new production and imports in 2005 for critical uses after the scheduled phase-out date.

Information on methyl bromide is at:  http://www.epa.gov/ozone/mbr
Comments are due by October 12, 2004.

Elsewhere in today's Federal Register, EPA has published a Section 114 information request requiring individuals or legal entities that produce, import, distribute, sell, apply, or buy methyl bromide to provide EPA with data on the amount of methyl bromide material they hold for sale and transfer to another entity. EPA needs this information to promulgate the above rule to allow the continued production, consumption, and use of methyl bromide for proposed critical uses exempted from the January 1, 2005 phase-out of methyl bromide. 

The information request was published at:  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18932.htm


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

Hodayah Finman, Stratospheric Protection Division, Stratospheric Program Implementation Branch, EPA, Washington, DC, 202-343-9246, finman.hodayah@epa.gov
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18933.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-18933.pdf   


1.  
CERCLA
	Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries Under CERCLA; Proposed Rulemaking
	Date:  8/26/2004

	Action Type:  Proposed Rulemaking
	Cite:  69 FR 52541

	Summary: 

EPA is proposing federal standards and practices for conducting all appropriate inquiries into the previous ownership, uses, and environmental conditions of a property as required under CERCLA Sections 101(35)(B)(ii) and (iii) to qualify for certain landowner liability protections under CERCLA (innocent landowner, bona fide prospective purchaser, or contiguous property owner).  The proposed standards and practices also would be applicable to site characterization and assessments conducted using brownfields grants.  This proposal was developed by a negotiated rulemaking committee.  

The  rule would require that the final review of the all appropriate inquiries and the conclusions that follow from the inquiries rest with an individual who qualifies as an environmental professional.  An environmental professional is defined as someone who holds a current Professional Engineer's or Professional Geologist's license or registration (or is otherwise licensed or certified by the federal government, a state, tribe, or U.S. territory to perform environmental inquiries) and has the equivalent of three (3) years of full-time relevant experience; or has five years experience and an engineering or science baccalaureate or ten years experience and any baccalaureate degree.  A "grandfather" clause is proposed for individuals with ten or more years of experience.

The proposed rule discusses elements of appropriate inquiries including historical and records reviews, interviews, and visual inspections.  The proposed rule includes no references.   However, EPA is reserving a reference section and may include references in the final rule.

Comments are due October 25, 2004.

EPA will hold a public meeting to discuss the proposed rule on September 22, 2004 in St. Louis, Missouri.

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19430.htm


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.  No direct applicability to federal agency land management.
	CFR References:

40 CFR 312

	Further Information:

Patricia Overmeyer, EPA Office of Brownfields Cleanup and Redevelopment, (202) 566-2774, overmeyer.patricia@epa.gov
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19429.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19429.pdf   


1.  
Natural and Cultural Resources
	ROD for Programmatic EIS/EIR for San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project: Spartina Control Program; Record of Decision
	Date:  8/24/2004

	Action Type:  Record of Decision
	Cite:  69 FR 52028

	Summary: 

The Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the California State Coastal Conservancy are releasing a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/R) for the San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project: Spartina Control Program. The program's goal is to control or eradicate four species of non-native, invasive perennial cordgrass (S. alterniflora, S. anglica, S. densiflora, and S. patens) in the San Francisco Bay Estuary, including the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.

The Spartina Control Program focuses on 40,000 acres of tidal marsh and 29,000 acres of tidal flats that compose the shoreline areas of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma, and Sacramento counties. Once established in the Estuary, nonnative invasive cordgrass could rapidly spread to other estuaries along the California coast through seed dispersal on the tides.

The ROD provides:

(1) The Service's decision; 

(2) the proposed action; 

(3) alternatives considered in the EIS/R, including the Environmentally Preferable Alternative (Selected Alternative); 

(4) the basis for the Service's decision; 

(5) associated impacts, mitigation and findings, providing all practicable means to avoid and minimize environmental harm; 

(6) public involvement, including an explanation of changes made between the draft and final EIS/R; 

(7) implementation guidelines; and 

(8) conclusion.

The ROD is available from Wayne White, at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, 2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605, Sacramento, CA 95825.


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Potential interest to natural resource program managers.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

Mark Littlefield, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, 916-414-6600
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19312.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19312.pdf   


1.  
Natural and Cultural Resources
	Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Navy Operations of Surveillance Towed Array Sensor System Low Frequency Active Sonar; Notice
	Date:  8/24/2004

	Action Type:  Notice
	Cite:  69 FR 51996

	Summary: 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has released two 1-year Letters of Authorization (LOAs) to take marine mammals by harassment incidental to the U.S. Navy's operation of Surveillance Towed Array Sensor System Low Frequency Active (SURTASS LFA) sonar operations to the Chief of Naval Operations, Department of the Navy, and persons operating under his authority.

The LOAs are effective from August 16, 2004, through August 15, 2005.

The LOA application and the LOAs are at:  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR2/Acoustics_Program/Sound.htm Sonar 


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

Kenneth Hollingshead, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 301-713-2289 ext 128
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19346.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19346.pdf   


1.  
NEPA
	EPA Comments to NEPA Documents - Naval Special Operations Forces Training Range, MS; Notice
	Date:  8/27/2004

	Action Type:  Notice
	Cite:  69 FR 52667

	Summary: 

EPA weekly comments to NEPA documentation included: 

Final EIS: Purchase of Land in Hancock County, Mississippi, for a Naval Special Operations Forces Training Range, To Improve Riverine and Jungle Training Availabilities, John C. Stennis Space Center, Hancock County, MS (ERP No. F-USN-E11051-MS).

EPA has no objections to the proposed land purchase


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

Requests for copies of EPA comments can be directed to the Office of Federal Activities at (202) 564-7167.
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19617.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19617.pdf   


1.  
NEPA
	NOI To Prepare EIS for F-35 Force Development Evaluation and Weapons School Permanent Beddown at Nellis AFB, NV; Notice and Request for Comments
	Date:  8/23/2004

	Action Type:  Notice and Request for Comments
	Cite:  69 FR 51814

	Summary: 

The Air Force intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for stationing 36 F-35 tactical fighter aircraft at Nellis Air Force Base, NV. 

The mission is to test and evaluate state-of-the-art weapons systems and develop leading-edge tactics to improve the future combat capability of Air Force aerospace forces. The United States Air Force Weapons School mission is to teach graduate-level instructor courses, which provide advanced training in weapons and tactics employment to officers of the combat air forces.

The beddown would occur in phases between the years 2009 and 2028, and include construction of facilities.

 The Air Force will host the following scoping meetings:

  - September 13, 2004: Carson City, NV;

  - September 14, 2004: Alamo, NV;

  - September 15, 2004: Pioche, NV;

  - September 16, 2004: Pahrump, NV; and

  - September 17, 2004: Las Vegas, NV.

Comments are due by October 1, 2004.


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

See Full Text Link for contact information.
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19198.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19198.pdf   


1.  
SDWA
	Analytical Methods for Uranium in Drinking Water; Final Rule
	Date:  8/25/2004

	Action Type:  Final Rule
	Cite:  69 FR 52176

	Summary: 

EPA has approved three additional analytical methods for compliance determinations of uranium in drinking water.  These methods use an inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) technology.  This rule does not withdraw approval of any previously approved monitoring methods for uranium.


	Potential Impact or Relevance:

Provided for information only.
	CFR References:

	Further Information:

David Huber, EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, Washington, DC, (202) 564-4878, huber.david@epa.gov
	

	Full Text Document Location:

 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19333.htm 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-19333.pdf   


Upcoming Meetings

General
Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18077.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Arlington, VA
9/8/2004
8:30 AM
2 Days
AEA
Interagency Steering Committee on Radiation Standards
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18733.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Rockville, MD
9/15/2004
1:00 PM
1/2 Day
CAA
Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter (External Review Draft)
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19323.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Telephone Conference; 
9/20/2004
11:00 AM
1 Day

Eastern Std. Time, 
Public Meeting of the CAA Committee's Task Force on the Performance of the Title V Operating Permits 
Program
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18656.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

 Chicago, IL
9/14/2004
9:00 AM
1 Day
CERCLA
Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries Under CERCLA
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19429.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

St. Louis, MO
9/22/2004
1:00 PM
1/2 Day
Climate Change And Energy
Energy Conservation Standards for Commercial Unitary Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-16575.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Washington, DC
9/30/2004
9:00 AM
1 Day
Energy Conservation Standards for Distribution Transformers
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-16573.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Washington, DC
9/28/2004
9:00 AM
1 Day
Energy Conservation Standards for Residential Furnaces and Boilers
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-16574.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Washington, DC
9/29/2004
9:00 AM
1 Day
Natural and Cultural Resources
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Western Panel
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18458.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Anchorage, AK
9/8/2004
8:00 AM
2 1/2 Days
NEPA
EIS for Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City - Increased Mission Activities
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-19045.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Oak Ridge, TN
9/14/2004
SDWA
Lead and Copper Rule: Expert Panel Workshop
Full Text 
 http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2004/August/Day-10/w18239.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

 Philadelphia, PA
9/14/2004
8:00 AM
2 Days
National Drinking Water Advisory Council's Water Security Working Group Meeting Announcement
Full Text 
 http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2004_register&docid=fr18au04-56 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Seattle, WA
8/31/2004
1:30 PM
2 1/2 Days
TSCA
CDC Committee on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Full Text 
 http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/06jun20041800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/04-18991.htm 

Location
Start Date
Start Time
Duration 
Details

Atlanta, GA
10/19/2004
8:30 AM
1 1/2 Days
10

